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Richard W. Miller : Globalizing Justice: The Ethics of Poverty and Power  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Globalizing Justice: The Ethics of Poverty and Power: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Provocative, Engaging, and Path-breakingBy Dean ChristensenThis 
is an eagerly awaited book which is destined to make a big splash not only in the scholarly community interested in 
global justice but in the real world of domestic and foreign policies. Written with exceptional clarity and an engaging 
writing style, the book is accessible to the serious scholars and general readers alike. A leading figure in the debate on 
global justice, Miller exhibits a bold yet nuanced approach to some of the urgent issues of our time, such as poverty, 
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development, human rights, global warming, global inequity, and international obligations, with great care for the 
theoretical subtleties and the practical details. In his sensitive and innovative quest to find the global reach of the 
principle of beneficence, Miller redefines patriotism in a global world and cosmopolitanism in a fragmented globe. 
This is applied ethics at its best. With the publication of this path-breaking book, political philosophy will never be the 
same.4 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Convoluted writingBy Rachel ABMiller might have a 
compelling argument but unfortunately, it is well hidden in his convoluted writing style. Having to reread each 
sentence makes this book a tedious and frustrating read, especially when compared with the clear writing of the people 
Miller attacks in his first two chapters: Peter Singer and Charles Beitz. It is unfortunate that his writing style makes 
this book not very accessible because it seems that it has an important message (at least based on some glimpses I have 
deduced...).6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. groundbreaking and impressiveBy nanette funkA 
groundbreaking book on global justice that makes a significant contribution to the existing literature. Miller displays 
an extraordinary combination of philosophical vision, powerful argumentation, and impressive mastery of a very broad 
body of relevant factual material. This is not a book of pure ideal theory but one that grapples with the most serious 
issues of our globalized world. It contains a very fair, clear and persuasive assessment of rival theories of international 
justice. Miller takes very seriously the demands of relationships both within and across borders. The book shows a 
broad ranging moral imagination and wide ranging knowledge of international responsibilities as emerging from 
global interactions. I learned much from his account of the complexities of the issues of climate change, and his 
rigorous, nuanced and clear arguments. Miller remains true to the complexities of the issues without pulling his 
punches politically and morally on the implications for the American empire and globalization. His vision of global 
moral progress was realistic and inspiring. A first rate book.

Combining deep moral argument with extensive factual inquiry, Richard Miller constructs a new account of 
international justice. Though a critic of demanding principles of kindness toward the global poor and an advocate of 
special concern for compatriots, he argues for standards of responsible conduct in transnational relations that create 
vast unmet obligations. Governments, firms and people in developed countries, above all, the United States, by failing 
to live upto these responsibilities, take advantage of people in developing countries.Miller's proposed standards of 
responsible conduct offer answers to such questions as: What must be done to avoid exploitation in transnational 
manufacturing? What framework for world trade and investment would be fair? What duties do we have to limit 
global warming? What responsibilities to help meet basic needs arise when foreign powers steer the course of 
development? What obligations are created by uses of violence to sustain American global power?Globalizing Justice 
provides new philosophical foundations for political responsibility, a unified agenda of policies for responding to 
major global problems, a distinctive appraisal of 'the American empire', and realistic strategies for a global social 
movement that helps to move humanity toward genuine global cooperation.


