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Samuel C. Florman : Good Guys, Wiseguys, and Putting Up Buildings: A Life in Construction  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Good Guys, Wiseguys, and 
Putting Up Buildings: A Life in Construction: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Florman is a very good writer in my opinionBy Fan of BothI saw the 
review in the Wall Street Journal and bought the book based on that. Mr. Florman is a very good writer in my opinion. 
This was "his story," after a lifetime in construction, most of it in and around New York City. He describes a rough 
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and tumble business. One that both he and his firm, KBF survived with their integrity intact. If you want detail on how 
a skyscraper is built, step by step, this is not the book to read. If you want an account of one man's and one firm's 
journey through the world of construction in NYC and all that entailed, then this will be a satisfying book to read.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. This will hold your attention.By John D. PavlovskyAn exceptionally 
enjoyable read. Mr Florman has done a superb job of describing his experiences in an industry which has contributed 
immensely to our way of life. In the many anecdotes which he provides he enumerates the situations which an 
engineering manager will face. The text is easy to read and holds the reader's attention. Especially interesting are his 
descriptions of bringing minorities into the managing workforce. I empathize with the author since I also had my 
education truncated by being drafted during Viet Nam.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. loved it - as a 
member of the industryBy Donald F Herzloved it - as a member of the industry, formerly in New York, it was a 
wonderful recollection of reality.

Good Guys, Wiseguys, and Putting Up Buildings is an engaging memoir about one man's career in construction--rising 
to the top of an industry renowned for crime, corruption, violence, physical danger, and the chronic risk of financial 
catastrophe.Starting in the Navy Seabees at the end of WWII, Samuel C. Florman made his way as a general 
contractor in New York City through the period of explosive development, private exuberance and the historic growth 
of publicly supported housing--all amidst the rise of the notorious Mafia families,and evolution of the Civil Rights 
Movement. His storied career brought him into contact with a variety of personalities: politicians and civil servants, 
developers and technocrats, saintly do-gooders and corrupt rapscallions. Along with the rousing adventures there were 
satisfactions of a different sort:the enchantment of seeing architecture made real; the pride of creating housing, 
hospitals, schools, places of worship--shelter for the body and nourishment for the spirit.

s of THE EXISTENTIAL PLEASURES OF ENGINEERING:"Clear, erudite, and occasionally eloquent, a useful read 
for engineers given to self-scrutiny and a stimulating one for the layman interested in the ancient schism between 
machines and men's souls."--Time"Mr. Florman, an engineer, has a gift for prose and is, besides, a kindly, clear 
thinker."--The New Yorker"Gracefully written. . .Refreshing and highly infectious enthusiasm. . .Imaginatively 
engineered."--The New York Times Book 


