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What can we learn from the great leaders of the past?In this unique and engaging volume, James Adonis, one of 
Australiarsquo;s best-known leadership educators, shows how we can apply the lessons of history to the challenges of 
the present. Drawing on examples from Walt Disney to Joan of Arc, Adonis explores the many different aspects of 
good leadership, illustrating how historyrsquo;s most successful leaders have used particular leadership styles to their 
advantage, and explaining how we can use those same techniques in the modern workplace.The key to good 
leadership? Adaptability. Certain situations may require Benjamin Franklinrsquo;s pragmatism, Dorothea Dixrsquo;s 
dynamism, or something altogether different ndash; the most important lesson is that the very best leaders are able to 
adjust their style to suit any given situation.Covering more than fifty historical leaders, ranging from Julius Caesar and 
Eleanor Roosevelt to less familiar figures such as suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst, US President James Madison and 
environmental activist Wangari Maathai, How To Be Great is an entertaining and insightful leadership book with a 
difference.James Adonis is one of Australiarsquo;s best-known leadership educators. Over the past decade he has 
worked with hundreds of organisations shy;ndash; including McDonald's, American Express, Coca-Cola, Qantas, 
Optus, Ernst Young, Gucci and Macquarie Bank ndash; to help them lead change and improve performance. His 
nationally syndicated Fairfax columns on leadership and workplace matters are read by over 200,000 people every 
month.
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