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Dinah Rajak : In Good Company: An Anatomy of Corporate Social Responsibility  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In Good Company: An Anatomy of Corporate 
Social Responsibility: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fine analysis of CSR in the South African mining industryBy 
Carolyn SchmidtRajak has written a masterpiece - on CSR in a large mining company in South Africa - which 
analyzes on-the-ground experiences, in the context of the global CSR movement and South African politics, 
economics and racial issues. She traces the disconnects between publicly-affirmed goals and implementation. She 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00631I9ZS


shows strengths (as in corporate HIV/AIDS treatment programs which filled gaps caused by lack of governmental 
programs) and weaknesses (as in the dependence fostered by community development programs, belying their 
promises of empowerment). The use of anthropological concepts makes this a fascinating and highly worthwhile 
contribution to the CSR literature; focus on the impact and nuances of CSR keeps it a work of investigation and 
analysis, not advocacy of any particular "side". Well-written and accessible, with many enriching features such as 
photos taken by the author, and direct quotations from interviews with a cross-section of people.

Under the banner of corporate social responsibility (CSR), corporations have become increasingly important players in 
international development. These days, CSR's union of economics and ethics is virtually unquestioned as an antidote 
to harsh neoliberal reforms and the delinquency of the state, but nothing is straightforward about this apparently win-
win formula. Chronicling transnational mining corporation Anglo American's pursuit of CSR, In Good Company 
explores what lies behind the movement's marriage of moral imperative and market discipline. From the company's 
global headquarters to its mineshafts in South Africa, Rajak reveals how CSR enables the corporation to accumulate 
and exercise power. Interested in CSR's vision of social improvement, Rajak highlights the dependency that the 
practice generates. This close examination of Africa's largest private sector employer not only brings critical attention 
to the dangers of corporate dominance, but also provides a lens through which to reflect on the wider global CSR 
movement.

"In Good Company explores with nuance the 'doing good' aspect of corporate social responsibility while looking 
critically at the problems of letting the market rule. It is a key addition both to the emerging body of work on corporate 
social responsibility and to the study of development more generally." (Deborah James)"This excellent book is a 
welcome addition to the growing anthropological literature on corporate social responsibility (CSR) and other forms of 
'ethical capitalism' . . . This is a fascinating book, not only for its nuanced account of the internal workings of one 
company's CSR program, but also for its intelligent and critical engagement with broader questions of power, moral 
economy, and the workings of transnational companies in the neoliberal global economy." (Dena Freeman Critique of 
Anthropology)"By tackling both the global plane of corporate social responsibility players and the structure of a single 
corporation, Rajak takes us on a fascinating journey. This is a particularly important book for our current moment. It 
demonstrates with great clarity not only the failures and false promises of corporate social responsibility but also its 
dangers. Striking!" (Catherine Besteman)About the AuthorDinah Rajak is Lecturer in Anthropology at the University 
of Sussex, UK. 


