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Michael Traill : Jumping Ship  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Jumping Ship: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Passion and persistenceBy J. BrownMichael had a vision and never 
stopped working to make it happen. An inspiration to us all. Let SVA continue to make an impact0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Clear compelling account of a fresh approach to social problemsBy Calvin EdwardsAs 
an Aussie living in the U.S. I want to make clear that this outstanding book is as relevant in the U.S. as Australia. With 
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passion and insight, Mr. Traill tells the story of his jump from the corporate world to the "social purpose" world (a 
term he prefers over "nonprofit" which suffers from focusing on what it is not). As he did so, he brought his savvy, his 
network, his entrepreneurial spirit, and his energy to the task.The book tells the inspiring story of the launch of Social 
Ventures Australia and its subsequent launch of GoodStart--an $800 million chain of daycare centers resurrected from 
the ashes of a bankrupt for-profit operation. But most importantly, the author extracts the principles of what motivates 
SVA and makes it work, and what, in turn needs to change in the Australian charitable sector to effect the kind of 
impacts that are needed. His call for a new focus on (sources of) capital, talent, and evidence is necessary and 
articulate.Particularly, attractive is Traill's humility in the face of huge success and his willingness to give others 
credit. His heart for the disadvantaged, ever guided by his head, reveals the warmth of who he is as a product of a poor 
community himself.Read this book, it is packed with sound ideas to transform permanently the way we address social 
problems around the world.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great story, well-toldBy Sara WatsonI'm 
from the U.S. and am in awe of what Michael Traill did and created. I know how highly regarded he is in Australia. 
It's a terrific story that I hope will encourage other business leaders to follow suit. His text flows naturally and is 
engaging and easy to read, with lots of personal anecdotes. Highly recommended.

Jumping Ship is the story of social entrepreneur Michael Traill. An ambitious, competitive kid from a country town, 
Traill converted his education opportunities in the hallowed halls of Melbourne Universityrsquo;s Trinity College and 
Harvard Business School into a highly paid and successful career at Macquarie Bank. But at the peak of his career, in 
his early forties, Traill decided to leave all that behind. Reconnecting with the values of family and community that 
shaped his childhood, Traill founded a unique Australian non-profit success story, and became a key architect of one 
of the biggest social enterprises in the world. Jumping Ship is a manifesto, built on the work of Social Ventures 
Australia, to reshape the Australian non-profit landscape and address social disadvantage. About the author: Michael 
Traill went to the local public school in the industrial town of Morwell, in country Victoria. Through his engagement 
with the local community, he developed an awareness of disadvantage and deprivation in the town. Michael spent 15 
years in merchant banking and was a co-founder and executive director of Macquarie Grouprsquo;s private equity 
arm, Macquarie Direct Investment. However, in 2002 he decided to lsquo;jump shiprsquo; and joined Social Ventures 
Australia as founding CEO, working with philanthropists and the not-for-profit sector to improve the lives of people in 
need. In partnership with other not-for-profit organisations, Michael was one of the architects behind the establishment 
of Goodstart Early Learning, created out of the ashes of the ABC Childcare chain, and now one of the largest social 
enterprise organisations in the world. Michael is currently chair of Goodstart Early Learning, Assetic Pty Ltd, SVA 
Social Impact Fund and a director of M.H. Carnegie Co, Sunsuper, Australian Schools Plus, Australian Philanthropic 
Services and the National Museum of Australia.

About the AuthorMichael Traill grew up in the mining town of Morwell, in country Victoria. With a state-school 
education, and a strong sense of engagement with the local community, he developed an awareness of disadvantage 
and deprivation in the town. The opportunity to study at one of the most respected universities in Australia as well as 
the Harvard Business School led to a highly paid and successful career at Macquarie Bank, often called the 
millionaire's factory. Michael spent 15 years in merchant banking and was a co-founder and Executive Director of 
Macquarie Group's private equity arm, Macquarie Direct Investment. However in 2002 he decided to 'jump ship' and 
joined Social Ventures Australia as founding CEO, reshaping the Australian philanthropy and not-for-profit landscape. 
In partnership with other not-for-profit organisations, Michael was one of the architects behind the establishment of 
Goodstart Childcare chain, created out of the ashes of ABC Learning, and now one of the largest social enterprise 
organisations in the world. Michael is currently Chair of Goodstart Childcare Ltd, Chairman of the Opera Australia 
Capital Fund, Assetic Pty Ltd, and a Director of M H Carnegie Co. 


